
TOWN OF ELIZABETHTOWN

Special Called Meeting

August 26, 2011

The Elizabethtown Town Council met for a Special Called meeting on Friday, August 26, 2011 at 
12:00 noon in the Council Chamber of the Elizabethtown Municipal Building.  Those in attendance were 
Mayor Sylvia Campbell, Mayor Pro Tem Rufus Lloyd, Council Members, Ricky Leinwand, Herman Lewis, 
and Town Manager Eddie Madden. Also present was Fire Chief Byron Graham. 

Mayor Campbell recognized Mayor Pro Tem Rufus Lloyd to give the invocation.

Mayor Campbell opened the meeting and recognized Town Manager Eddie Madden to give an 
update on Hurricane Irene.  Mr. Madden reported that the hurricane is being tracked in a North 
Westerly position which increases winds and rainfall inland and the coastline.  A trough is coming from 
the North but pushing towards landfall over Cape Lookout.  Mr. Madden recognized Fire Chief Byron 
Graham to give an update on how the hurricane may affect Elizabethtown.

Chief Graham stated that a rain ban is moving into Columbus County in a North East position 
which is holding off the coast, the hurricane was rated at a Category 3 yesterday moving 14 mph. 
Bladen County will sustain rain and wind with winds possibly reaching anywhere from 39 to 50 mph gust 
up to 60 mph with 3 to 6 inches of rain with possible flooding, by 7am storm should be heading out and 
clear on Sunday.  Chief Graham reported that the "eye" of the hurricane is expected to reach Cape 
Lookout around 2am on Saturday (8/27/11).   

Emergency Shelters will open at 6pm Friday, August 26th at Elizabethtown Middle School and 
other areas of Bladen County.  

Mr. Madden advised that once power is lost on Friday night, it would not be reported to 
Progress Energy until Saturday morning.  Town staff would be at work on Saturday morning 7am to 
answer calls.  Progress Energy Representative John Elliott has presented a "back-door" number to the 
Mayor, Town Manager and Town Clerk to report power outages in the Town.   Mr. Madden stated that a 



3pm briefing will take place with Department Heads regarding the latest changes on the Hurricane 
Warning.

Mayor Campbell requested that Council consider approving the Proclamation Declaring a State 
of Emergency.  A motion was made by Council Member Ricky Leinwand, and seconded by Council 
Member Herman Lewis to approve the Proclamation as presented (Unanimous).

Mayor Campbell requested that Council consider approving the Proclamation of Curfew for the 
Town of Elizabethtown.  A motion was made by Council Member Ricky Leinwand, and seconded by 
Council Member Herman Lewis to approve the Proclamation as presented (Unanimous).  

By Board action, Town Council authorized Town Manager Eddie Madden to terminate the State 
of Emergency and Curfew for Hurricane Irene at the appropriate date and time (August 27, 2011 at 8 
a.m.)

 With no further discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Rufus Lloyd, and seconded 
by Council Member Herman Lewis to adjourn (Unanimous).

______________________________

Sylvia Campbell, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________________________

Sarah L. Baysden, Deputy Town Clerk


